{12 OctoBER, 1927.]

shall be distributed.  The amendment i-
reasonable and necessary.  People fre-
quently change their names and their resi-
dences in order to evade their responsibili-
ties to the State Children Depariment.
When eventually canght, they may owe up to
4230 or £300.

Mr. Mann: 1 sometimes wonder why the
conrts are so lenient with snch defaulters.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
reason is that there is no possible hope of
eetting the money from the man if he is sent
to gaol. However, in some recent cases
men have been sentenced to imprisonment,
not too severe a penalty for a man who has
money bul will not pay for the support of
his ehildren. The object of the sixth amend-
ment 15 merely to make the Aet as a whole
apply to the State Children Department. |
do not knew why the limiting words were
inserted in the original Aef. The seventh
amendment is not very important either, but
there have been cases in which the depart-
ment have met with trouble in resuming pos.
session of a ehild entrusted to other people.
This does not refer so much to foster mothers
as io persons who get hold of a ward of the
Stale, or “State child” as the present term
is, and refuse to deliver the child to
the departmental oflicers when it has been
discovered that the home is unsuitable, or
that the person is unsuitable for having eon-
trol of a child. In such circumstances the
department has met with refusals, and ob-
stacles have been placed in the way of the
veturn of the child. The seventh and last
amendment proposed by the Bill adds a new
paragraph to Section 123, making it an
offence if a person—
having a ward in his or her care neglects or re-
fuses, on demand, to hand such child over to

an anthorised officer of the department or a
police officer authorised to receive the child.

Mr. What objections do they
raise?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
are many objections raised.

Mr. Mann: Althongh the people may not
be bringing up the children in accordance
with the desires of the department, those
concernad become attached to the children.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is 0 in any instances, In more instances,
however, particularly with children who
hnave been released on probation, and for
whom pesitions have been found, the depart-
mental officers have discovered that the chil-
dren have been given employment that was
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noi suitable. Sometimes they have been
worked for too long a period each day, and
in many instances they have been employed
at work that was too hard for them. The de-
partmental oflicers have demanded their ro-
torn.

Hon. G. Tavlor: It was no fault of the
child.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: No, the
places were unsunitable for them. In such eir-
eamstances great diffieulty is experienced in
getting ehildren back.  The eclavse will
bring the Act in this respect into conformity
with other provisions regarding offences re-
lating to State children and the penalties
will also apply. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Mr,
journed.

Sampson, debate ad-

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Conaeil without arend-
ment.

House adjourned at 10.33 p.m,

TLeaistative Council,
Wednesdey, 12th October, 1927,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL
BOUNDARIES,

Hon. E. ROSE (for Hon. A. Burvill)
asked the Chief Secretary: Will he lay on
the Table of the House a map showing the
electoral boundaries of the Federal divi-
sions and the existing electoral boundaries
of the Legislative Assembly distriets?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes.
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MOTION—COASTAL LIGHTING AND
BUOYING.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.35]: I
move—

That the buoying and lighting of the coast
from Owen’s Anchorage to Wyndham is un-

satisfactory, a sourcec of danger to navigation,
and requires immediate attention,

The main reason 1 have for moving this
motion i1s the grounding of fwo vessels in
Shark Bay recently. I do not think any
blame is attachable to the captains of
those ships, or to the department. I con-
sider it is the fault of the present and past
Governments in not voting sulficient money
to have the various harbours properly
buoyed 2nd lighted. 1 was on the “Gas-
coyne,” the first ship to come out of Shark
Bay when the place was supposed to be
lighted so that ships could go into Den-
ham Sound by night, Previously there was
a channel, but T do not think it has been
surveyed for some years. There were four
buoys on the port side going in, but one has
been removed. The type of buoy is alto-
gether unsuitahle. If the Government are
going to open np the harbour, they require
to afford proper facilities, withont which
there is danger to both property and life.
Tr this instance in Shark Bay, through
there not being proper buoys placed in
their right positions, probably it will cost
the State £20,000 owing to the grounding
of the “Koolinda.” T left on the “Gas-
coyne” on the 4th September, and we went
into Shark Bay. She was the first ship to
come out by night. As T wanted to see things
for myself the captain did me the honour
of asking me up on the bridge. Afier
passing the first lighted buoy coming out,
the vessel grounded. We conld not then
see the second light. There was a moon,
and when the ecaptain got his bearings he
found he was on the 3% fathom patch.
It showed that the buoy we had passed was
not in its proper position as indicated by
the harbour authorities. I understand a
(fommonwealth ship placed the lights on
the buovs. As I have said, the buoys are
most unsunitable, the fault for this lving
with the Government for not giving the
department sufficient money to provide
proper buoys for the marking of the chan-
nel. Tf they had there a buoy similar to
the Blinker bhnoy, off Fremantle, ships
eould see it at s considerable distance. The
type of buoy in Shark Bay is that known
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as the nun buoy. It comes to a point and
it requires to be Dballasted up to abuut =
ton weight. Instead of that they should
have & ¢ask buoy, which wonld stand up-
right and earry a beacon or light on it. [
have discussed this with navigators and
with pilots alzo. They tell me that on the
Java coast cask buoys are provided and
navigators ean rely on their being in posi-
fion and heing visible at eonsiderable dis-
tances. At Beadon the “Koolinda” was
found on her way down seuth. Both cap-
tains disenssed the position. The “Koolinda®”
on coming out of Shark Bay grounded at the
spot where the “Gascoyne” had grounded a
few days previously—again proving that the
buoy was out of position—and, as mem-

bers know, the “Koolinda” was there
for 15 days. The Chief Harbour Master
went up. T do mnot know whether

he went out to that buoy or whether
Captain Norris went out with his sex-
tant and got the proper position. The
“("entanr” came in later and Captain Rose
toak the hearings of the buoy from his
ship. but did not go to the buoy himself. 1
have herr a copy of his report to his
owners. On the trip north he said he
would not go into Denkam Sound until the
place was properly surveved and the buovs
were placed in their proper positions.
Conserquently he laid off the outer buoy,
and lighters had to take the cargo in from
there. He told me he had one of the hest
pairs of bincenlars obtainable, notwith-
standing which from that buoy he could
not see¢ the second lighted buov. There
should be there four buovs of proper tvpe,
so that they will stand uap. These nun
bueys lay over in a gale of wind, and so
their lights are voflected in the water and
eannot be seen at any distance. Ships
should he able to see them four miles away.
Tn the “Gascovne” we could not sight that
second huow, slthough it was only tweo
miles awnv. TLet me read from the report
the captain of the “Centan” sent to his
owners at Liverpool :—

8hark Bav. Alteration of buovs, Denham
Channel. 12-9-27, Heard unoffieinlly at Port
Hedland  that the ‘‘Gaseoyne’’ had been
aground in Denham Channel for 12 hours. and
Inter that the ““Koolinda?’ was ashore at the
same place.  Decided something was wrong.
The unofficial information he zot from me.
The report eontinues:—

Decidled something was wrong, and on the
13th September sent the following telegram



[12 Octomrer, 1927.]

to  Dalgety’s, Peorth:— Iz reason known
‘Koolinda’ and ‘Gascoyne’ running aground
Shark Bay. Think the buoys must be out of
position, Reply urgent, as depends whether
call there.’* Reply received as follows:—‘No
advice ‘Gascoyne’ touching. Harris, Chief
Harbour Master, no advice buoys cut of posi-
tion. ‘Koolinda’s’ position 23 degrees 5614
miuntes S., 113 degrees 20 minutes East.”’
Still thinking there must be a reason for it sent
another telegram to Dalgety’s: ‘¢Insist upon
reason for vessels grounding Shark Bay, other-
wise will not go there. Position given does not
warrant it. Reply urgent, Carnarven.’' At

Carnarvon, on 15th, received reply as
follows:—'¢ ‘Koolinda’s’ position out of
channel.  Authorities state channel clear.
There has heen an alteration of Den-
ham Channel buoya, Obtain  full  in-
formation wharfinger, Carnarvon. Harris

left hy ‘Kyhra’ Tuesday night inspeet posi-
tion.  ¥ou ecan get direet toueh with him hy
wireless.  Leave call S8hark Bay ahsolutely
your diseretion.  Advise ua what you de-
eide.””  This was the first intimation as to
the change of huoys. Mr. Lewington told me
he obtained it in the most casual fashion. T
asked the wharfinger for any notices he had
received of the change of buoys, and event-
usually received two. bearing the printed date
of 19-8-27, to come into force 1-9-27,

I understand it is the usual procedure that
if any alteration is made in buoys in any
other part of the world, longer notice is
given to navigators. T should say that at
least a month’s notice ought to be given
of any such alteration. The report con-
tinues:—

Left Carnarvon at 1.0 a.m. on 16-9-27 to have
good daylight for bearings. On picking up the
two entrance buoys was puzzled as hoth were
painted black, and instead of the port hand
buoy being the same as advertised, it had a
staff ana ball the same as was previously on
the starboard hand.

In the first place the buoy on the starboard
hand should have been painted red, and in
the alteration that he received the bunoy on
the port hand was similar to the buoy on the
starboard hand. They said the instruetions
were that the buoys were as they were before,
which was misleading. The eaptain goes on
to say—

Stopped the ship, took careful bearings, and
proceeded slowly through the channel an bear-
ings, but checking the buoy’s position, also
‘“Koolinda's'’ on passing, and found her posi-
tion given as correet. Chart shows 314
fathoms at the spot. Proceeding further
found the new South huoy one mile north 15
degrees cast of position given in notice.

I do not know who is responsible for that.
or whether the buoy drifted after it had been
placed there. If the buoy had drifted, this

was dne to the fact that it was not properly,
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moored, Whoever is responsible for the
buoy being out of position should be dealt
with very severely. I understand the
“Kyogle’’ placed lights on the buoys. I
have it on hearsay that the captain of the
“Kyogle” stated that he could not see the
light from one buoy to the other when the
lights were placed in position. I do not
know yet whether the Chief Harbour Master
or the harbour authorities have verified the
point as to the buoy being ount of position.
At all events it was the poesition of the
buoy that caused both the ships to rTun
aground.

Tfon. A. Lovekin: That is very serious.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes. The captain
goes on o say—

Attribute that as the reason for both ships
stranding, Went to the usual anchorage, and
on our way back anchored 14 mile off ‘Koo
linda,’’ and took off her mails and 66 pas-
sengers and procceded on voyage. I informed
the anthorities and Dalgety’s that I abso-
lutely refused to call at Shark Bay anchorage
on the trip north unless buoyage system was
improved beforehand, but would anchor off the
outer buoys, and cargo could be lightered from
there.

The captain stated that when he anchored
there he could not sce the light on the second
buoy. He goes on to say— .

The ‘‘Koolinda’’ found only 7% feet low
water in the spot indicated, and was agroundd

15 duys, and eventnally got off with a damaged
rudder and propeller,

By the chart where the “Gascoyne” was

aground, the channel was to the south
side of the ship. When the -captain
got his boat ont with an officer to
take soundings with the lead tfo find

the deep water, he found that the shallow
water was still to the south and that the
deep water was to the north. This shows
that the channel requires to be resurveyed, if
ships are to continue using that entrance
into Denham. The people of Denham con-
sider it is necessary that ships should eall in
there. The other lights should be dismantled,
as they are useless for night navigation,
or better lights should be provided. Proper
facilities should be provided there, so that
the ships shall get into the channel in day-
light. The captain goes on to say—

Enclosed please find a copy of notice with
errors attached,

That is what he has to sny in reference to
Shark Bay. I include Owen’s anchorage be-
cause, in the notes, there s a reference to
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the channel of the Suceess Bank. The eap-
tain goes on to sny—

Owing to ships passing through, think this
channel is rapidly silting up. With draft 16
feet forward and 16 feet 6 inches aft this
vessel took 4’ nasty sheer against a hard-over
helm going between the shoalest part, and took
some time to recover. Have uvrged that the
channel be resounded Defore the next eattle

season,

It is wrged that the channel should be re-
sounded before the next cattle senson com-
mences. This channel takes the ships into
Owen’s Anchorage from Fremantle. The
entranee to the Suecess Bank channel is only
300ft. wide. This entrance should be widened
if it i3 intended to continue using the chan-
nel. It 'should also be kept properly dredged.
A ship must have a certain way on it if it is
to keep steering way on. Captain Rose told
me that in this case when going through the
Suecess Bank Channel he had his helm hart
aport when the vessel took a sheer. When
he got through the channel, he had to anchor
for half an hour to calm down and re-
eover his perve before proceeding to Robb’s
Jetty. Something should be done to enable
cattle to be landed on the North Wharf,
They could then be trucked to the abattoirs
at Robb’s Jetty. I do not know whether
the Government have sufficient room or facil-
ities at the North Wharf for the handling
of cattle, but, if they eould be handled
there, it wonld menn a considerable saving to
the growers, and probably lead to cheaper
freights. The ships also wounld not require
to take the same risks they now take in going
to Robl’s Jetty. This might also save the
(Government the cost of keeping open the
channel. The country may be saved some ex-
pense, for I understand that the channel is
only used by cattle ships going from Fre-
mantle to Robb’s Jettv. The capiain goes on
to say—

I see no reason why stoek cannot be dis-
charged on the North Wharf, and relieve ships
of the danger which there always is in going
to Roblh’s Jetty. Have told this to Dalgety’s,

and they are taking this matter up with the
harhour autherities,

The Government might well inquire into thix
phase of the matter and ses whether it is pos-
sible for stock to he landed at the North
Wharf, and so obviate the necessity for keep-
ing the channel open. At Geraldton there
is a considerable range at the old jetty. The
harbour authorities shonld provide springs
for the mooring of ships. The State Ship-
ping people have one or two springs of their

ping.
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own, but the springs require to be at least
8in. in diameter. T suggest that the Gov-
ernment shounld provide springs for all ships.

Hon. K. H. Gray: That is not the practice,
is it?

Hon. G. W. MILES: XNo. 1f the Govern-
ment provided the springs they eould charge
the ships for the use of them. Private ships
have had springs on the jetty, but time affer
time ships have not been able to lie at the
jettv beeause of the range. ILf springs were
pravided the Government could charge a fec
F'or the use of them, Oversea ships that come
into the wharf pay private companies for
the hire of thewr springs. 1f a ship gets
ashore at any of these ports, they arc im-
mediately declared to be unsafe ports, the
freights go up, and damage is done fto
those ports for all time. The outlay is only
a small one, and not more than half a dozen
springs would need to be supplied. This
should be done at Geraldton. I should also
like to refer to the new harbour there. T
am glad to see this work proceeding, but [
am sorry it is not going on at a faster rate.
The entrance to the harbour is very similar
to the entrance to Robb’s Jetty across the
Success Bank. The channel provided is only
300ft. wide. The same argument will apply
to going into the new harbour as to going
across Suceess Bank. It is neeessary to
hring a ship in at a fair rate of speed in
order to keep the steering way on. When
she gets inside, she is in a harbour smaller
than Fremantle, and the ship then has to he
pulled np.  When a vessel goes into the
Fremantle harhour, she is able to travel only
at a slow speed. When a ship is approach-
ing a wharf, she cannot travel too slowly.
In this vase the State pilots will have 1o
handle oversea ships at Geraldton. I hope
the Government will lovk into the question
whether it would not be politic for the chan-
nel leading into the new bkarhour to be wid-
ened {o more than 300 feet as is proposed.
There is also a range at Carnarvon. 1 am
advised that springs ought to be provided
there by the Government and a charge ma.le
for the use of them. The same thing ap-
pertains to Beadon, where there is also a
range. We happened to be there in the
“(3mpscoyne” in September, and to be lying
comfortably on the weather side of the jetty.
The “Koolinda” was on the other side, and
she broke «ix pr eight mooring lines a¢ she
lay there. If proper springs were provided
at these ports, it would be safer for all ship.
T under:tand the Government intend
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to make a survey for a barbour in the vieit-
ity of Cossack. I hope the Government will
carry out their promise and get on with the
work as soon as possible.  The Roebourne
people had their land appraised when they
had jetty facilities, but since that time
the jetty was washed away by a cyclone
They have now to lighter their stores ashore
and lighter off their wool. 1 hope the Gov-
ernment will vxpedite the matter of provid-
ing jetty faeilities in the vicinity of Cossack.
At Port Hedland the question has been be-
fore the Government and previous Govern-
ments for many years. At that place a reef
runs ont. There is an outer bar there, and
ships have to wait until the tide serves be-
fore they ean enter. The reef which runs
out makes a kind of natural breakwater. At
the end of the reef is a steel beacon, and
this is lighted when steamers are coming
in. There are also {wo bucys in the harbour
whivh are lighted when steamers are ap-
proaching the port, It is the duty of the
Government to have an automati¢ light on
the steel beacon. Pearlers have to make these
ports in willy-willies or cyclones, and they
have to find their way along that reef on the
lee side as well as on the weather side.
They have to judge the distance between the
reefs as they go in. The Chief Harbour
Master informed me that an automatie light
cotlld be installed there at a cost of £100.
T hope the Government will see that such a
light is placed on the steel heacon at the
entrance lo the Port Hedland harbour. An-
other place where I think a light is required
is on the Lacepede Islands. Thiz is pro-
bably a Commonwealth matter. Such a
facility would enable ships to go inside the
islands, when proceeding to Derhy, and save
themselves 12 hours where they have to wai:
for the tide. 1 went up onee from Port
Hedland to Derby in the “Gorgon™ to cateh
the “Minderoo.” She had gone on to Wynd-
ham to bring down the men engaged at the
Wyndhamn Meat Works., The “Kangaroo”
‘hed met with an accident on thai oecasion,
and had Lo proceed to Sourabaya for repairs.
‘The “Minderoo”

took her cargo on
to Wwndham. We anchored ahout ten
miles from Derby off Point Torment,

‘in order that the ship might go into
the Derby jetty on the slack tide. At
midnight the captain of the *“Gorgon”
-weighed anehor and staried for Derby. After
proceding for a mile or w0 he found that
the soundings were getting very low and
that he could not see the Derby jetty light.

“light.
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1 uwaderstand it is proposed to erect a light
at P’oint Torment. I do not knew on whose
authority this is being done. If it is neces-
sary to put up this light, the work should
bave been dome in April, May, June and
July, during the cool weather. | presume
that in order to show a surplus the Govern-
nment bave kept back the momey sct apart
for the light and waited until the end ol the
finuncial year before doing the work. I dv
not know which (Government is responsible
for this, Commonwealth or State. The
material has been sent along, and the
work will have to be done in the
hot wet weather. As a consequence it
will cost between 30 and 40 per ecent.
more than would otherwise have been the case.
Navigators with whom I have spoken say
that the light i» unnecessary and that all
that iz wanted at Derby is a decent light on
the jetty, o light that they can see 10 or 12
niles off.  Whether the Point Torment light
ix grected or not, and [ presume it iy going
to he erected, the light on Derby jetty re-
tuires to be strengthened.  Only a little
while back the steamer “Gorzon™ lest 12
hours through not bheing able to see that
Between King's Sound and Cam-
hridge Gulf there is a most dangerous spoi.
This, however, is a Commanwealth question,
hut the State should nrge the Common-
wealth Government to erect a light at Adele
Island. Navigators have now to go outside
the islands and shape their course 20 miles
beyond them owing to the strong currents
running there. Tt not infrequently happens
that navigators have found themselves at
daylight no less than 10 miles ocut of their
course. 1 do not kunow who recommended
the proposed Laerosse Island light, but L
understand it was the head of the Meat
Works. To ereet a light there will be a
waste of money. It is high land, and if a
light is placed at that spot it will
not further the inierests of shipping
at all, because all ships that go in
there cannot go up Cambridge Gulf until
davlicht. As in the past, they wait outside
nntil day dawns,  This is a matter that
should be investicated and certainly the
apinian of navigators should be ohtained
before a definite position is fixed for a light
on that part of the const. A light on Adele
Island would be of greater use than a light
on Lacrosse Island. The Wyndham Meat
Works jetty has only a short head and the
ships that berth there, being much larger
than our eoastal vessels, extend hevond that
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short head. Unless the Government provide
mooring buoys at that jeity for the safety
of the ships that berth there, we will find
the ships breaking adrift. That will mean
that insurance at Wyndham will go up and
the port will receive a bad name in the ship-
ping world. The outcome of that must be
higher freights. The question of providing
mwooring buoys there is very important, and
should receive the attention of the Govern-
ment. While on the subject of Wyndham I
might say that the pilot Jaunch at that port
should be serapped. It was a most unsuit-
able boat from the start and it is now more
useless than ever. Consequently it is
merely waste of money to attempt to effeet
repairs to it. The pilot has to go out on
this launch and there is no aecommodation
of any deseription for him. Cerrainly he
should have a place wherein fo sleep and
wherein to have a wash and brush-up be-
fore boarding a steamer. It frequently
happens that he is wmany hours on this
launch before he hoards a vessel arriving
there. On many ocensions, too, the lannch
has broken down and the pilot has had to
abandon it and complete his journey to a
steamer in a 10ft. dinghy.
disgrace that the department has not pro-
vided decent facilities to cnable their officers
to earry out their work.  An up-to-date
launeh is required at Wyndham.

Hon. J. R. Brown:
ber on the launch?

Hon. G. W. MILES: No, but a man feels
that be wants a shave and a wash if he has
been for 12 hours on a launch of that de-
seription.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Surely be can go for
cight hours without a shave up there.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It would not eost
very much to ereet a cabin at the after end
of the lanneh. The officer in question is a
good servant; otherwise he would not have
put up with all these discomforts. 1 have
touched on the principal points. My de-
sire in moving the motion was to ventilate
some of the grievances that are always com-
ing under my notice, in the hope that action
might be taken by the Government.

Does he want a har-

Hon. J. R. Brown: Have you any esti-
mate of the cost of all these suggestions yon
have made?

Hon. G. W. MILES: T¢ is for the Gov-
ernment to go into that question. If it 1s
their intention to open up harbours, they
must provide proper facilities; otherwise

It is a standing

[COUNCII]

they will run ships into danger. 1 hope the
(Government will accept my remarks in the
spirit in which they have been made,

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [5.7]: I have much pleasure in
seconding the motion. Mr. Miles has gone
{0 a lot of trouble in preparing the infor-
mation that he has given to the House, and
it should be to the advantage of the Govern-
ment to act upon the suggestions that have
been made. It is a serious matter when a
vessel goes aground by reason of buoys be-
ing out of their correct position. 1 have
reecntly been along that coast and have
seen for myself some of the difficulties
under which vessels labour. 1 can only say
that I would rather be anything than the
captain of one of those vessels that irade
along the North-West coast. He may be on
deck all day and all night and then, if he
gats inte port in pood time, there are so
many vigitors to see him that he does not
et a chanee to have n decent sleep. I may
be pardoned for referring to a telegram I
received from Wyndham only last night.
This emphasises the inconvenience and dis-
comforts under which people in the far
North labour if anything goes wrong with
the vessels that trade on the coast. The fele-
aram reads—

Cnderstand ' “Koolinda'® future saitings un-
certain.  Most  unfortunate ocur mails te
Onslow and arrtving hore uncertain. Business
people and station owners shortly out of sup-
Plies, and _with approaching wei season posi-
tion assuming serions aspeet.

I have referred this matter to the memher
for the distriet in another place, and T have
also mentioned it to the l.eader of the
House, who is the Minister for Shipping,
and he has promised to take the matter in
hand promptly. 1 merely quoted this tele-
gram to show liow seripus the position ean
hecome for people in that part of the State.
With tropical raing, and they are likely to
fall shortly, the unfortunate station people
in the distant North will not be alle to get
stoves out for the summer on account of the
hogey nature of the country. T hope that
the Government will act uporn the informa-
tion that has been supplied by Mr. Miles
and do their utmost to prevent a continu-
ance of the difficulties to whieh he has re-
forred.

On motion hy Hon. J. W. Hickey. dohat
ndjourned. .
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BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Rill reported with an amendment, and a
message accordingly forwarded to the As-
sembly requesting them to make the amend-
ment, leave being given to sit again on re-
ceipt of a message from the Assembly.

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—-ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[613]: I cannot allow the opportunity to
pass without voicing one or two remarks on
the subject of this Bill. To me it does not
appear to be very much more than a mach-
inery measure, but an investigation of the
plan of the proposed boundaries puts quite a
different aspect on the matter, After having
looked at that plan, I am wondering whether
the Bill will have the effect of bringing
about joint rolls, or whether it will simply
multiply the rolls that we have without giv-
ing us any great advantage. I have a reeol-
leetion that in the early period of the
war a conference of State electoral officers
took place in Sydney, the object of that con-
ference heing to evolve a system whereby
joint rolls might be brought about. The date
of the conference is so far back that the
details are hazy in my mind. I have made
an effort to trace the report in the library
but without result. I would like to suggest
to the Chief Secretary that if the report
should be in the huilding, it might be made
available to enable us to learn what was
done on that oceasion. Then, after reading
it, we might get an idea as to why the mat-
ter has been allowed to remain in abeyanece
for so long. A conference of electoral officers
should have been responsible for something
tangible in the way of recommendations.
After having studied the plan, I snggest
that the House should proceed very can-
tiously. There is a proneness at times to
view any action by the Commonwealth to as-
sume a State foncton with some degree of
suspicion, and I am not yet able to convinen
myself that the proposal to have joint rolls
and give the Commonwealth some eontrol

in the fixing of our boundaries would be the
hest thing for us. I amn loth to give awny
uany power of that kind. A better course
would have been to hold back this measure
unfil the State Parliament had adopted a
redistribution of seats, and then the Com-
monwealth could have been asked to aceept
the boundaries thus fized. I feel sure that
once we agree to thiz praposal, it will be a
guestion not of being asked to accept the
Commonwealth boundaries, but of being com-
pelled to do so. For that reason the Bill
should be subjected to considerable investi-
gation before it is passed. At present we
have 50 rolls for the Legislative Assembly,.
but since I bhave studied the plan I eonclude:
that 14 or 15 additional rolls will be re-
quired. 1 hope it can be shown thai T am.
wrong, but it seems to me that under
this measore 65 volls will be required
instead of 50 as at present. I am
quite in aceord with the speakers who have-
stated that our electoral officers are doing
the best they can with the facilities at their
disposal. While saying that, T admit there is.
plenty of room for improvement; still, I
have nothing derogatory to say of the work
of our electoral officers. The Commonwealth
system is a fairly eificient one, and the-
habitation scheme of enrolment might be
kept well in mind for future consideration.
But T have one grave objection to the Com-
monwealth system. The Minister for Justice-
when speaking recently, referred to the praec-
tice of the Commonwealth anthorities to de-
pute postmen and postboys to have names
placed on the roll, and te report that cer-
tain names should be removed from the
roll. For a long time T have been at a loss
to understand why certain people, who had
lived continuously in the distriet in
which I reside, should, on going to
the polling booth, find that their names
were not on the roll A gentleman of
03 years, who is in full possession of his
mental faculties, and with one exception
has not been out of the distriet for
more than a fortnight-—the exception
was when he took a trip to the Old Conntry
-—found, when he went to vote, that his name
had heen removed from the roll, although
he had never been absent from the distriet
for more than a few davs. T have no hesi-
tation in mentioning the name of the man;
it is Mr. Richard Gale, who is well known
in the district, he having heen a justice of
the poace for many years. That is one of”
several instances T could quote.
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Hon, V. Hamersley: Was that the State
or the Commonwealth roll?

Hon. W. J. MAXN : The Comwonwealth
roll. The delegating of such work to post-
men may seem all right in theory, but I con-
tend that it is open to grave abuse. The
majority of postmen, in the city at any rate,
are men of mature years and their veracity
is onquestioned. ln the country, however,
it is not unusual for the postman, as he is
termed, to be practically a boy. One ean
quite understand a young fellow, full of zeal
for a particular phase of polilics, thinking
he might do o good turn for his side by
keeping a sharp lookont for prople guing
to or leaving the district. Probably with-
out any ulterior motive he could make x
mistake that would have the effect of dis-
franchising people.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Do not they zet so
much for each name?

Hon. W. J. MANN: On the nuthonty of
the Minister for Justice, I understand they
receive 114d. for each name that through
them is put on the roll, but no amount was
stated as the payment for names removed
from the roll. 1 have no objection to pay-
ment heing made for serviee rendered, so
long as it is reasonable, but it is unjust and
wrong to allow postmen the right to tamper
with the sanctity of the franchise. After
all, = man’s vote is sacred, and ony undue
action that may be taken to deprive him of
it should be safe-guarde? against to the
fullest possible extent.

lon. E. H. Gray: Would not that be more
likely to happen with a man speeiatly en-
gared to do that sort of work?

Hon. W. J. MANX: If so, the seleetion
wonld be a poor oue. I hope whoever was
respongible for making the selection
of sach a man would show Dbetter
Judgment than Mr Gray soggests. Re-
ference is made in the Bill to the
transfer of officers. [ daresay other mem-
bers have noticed that as soon as the Federal
Government get thewr finger into any State
function, there is a reshuffle of positions and
someone from the Bast is sent here to assurne
control. Possibly there have been oceasions
wlhen soch ehanges were beneficial, but there
have been oceasions when men who had
given valuable service to the State were
zently pushed aside to make room for some-
one from another part of the Common-
wenlth.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Not always “gently.”

Hon. W. J. MANN: Perhaps so, but T
shall he charitable and say “gently.” T hope

{COUNCIL.]

the Government will see that no opportunity
is given to the Commonwealth to do that
sort of thing. 1 believe the work done by
the State electoral officers has been quite as
zood as could be expected comsidering the
difliculties nnder which they have had to
work, and 1 hope for that reason special care
will be taken to see that our officers are
safeguarded in every way. 1 shall support
the second reading of the Bill, but I trust
that in Committee some of the safeguards I
have indieated will be inelnded.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.25]:
I was sorry to bear Mr. Mann say that he
would support the seeond reading of the Bill.
I agree with his remark that we should pro-
ceed very cautiously. I could give instances
of the removal of names from the Federal
roll that have been guite unjustified, and the
excuses given by the department were hard
to understand. If the State, as a result of
the adoption of this Bill, were laid opemn
to similar treatment, many of our electors
would be placed in a very serious position.
I rvegard the duty of adding a name to an
electoral roll as of the utmost importance.
It is a right that should be carefully gnarded,
and no ountside authority should have op-
portunity to remove a name from the roll
without most rigid inquiry. When the
electoral law was passed some years ago it
was Telt that we were adopting a very visky
innovation by giving district electoral officers
the right to strike names off the roll. Prior
to that no name could be struck off the roll
unless objection had been made to it before
a court of revision in the district concerned.

Hor J. Cornell: That applies to the Teg-
islative Council still,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : But not to the
Legislative Assembly.

Hon. J. Cornell: Well, that does not eon-
cern us.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Great wrong is
done from time to time by electoral regis-
travs who do not inquire sufficiently into the
inerits of objections. Names are struek off
unwarrantedly, and frequently, too, names
appear on the roll that we feel should have
heen subjected to a little more serutiny. Tf
we allow control to pass from the hands of
the State officials to Commonwealth officials,
we shall he treading on dangerous ground.
I do not at all like the idea of ceding con-
trol to the Federal authorities. Therefore
we should proceed warily hefore appraving
of the Bill. I eannot believe that under the
measure any great saving will be effected,
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becanse we shall still require State oflicials
to take charge of the Toll of the Couneil and
conduct its electoral affairs. It would be »
greater benefit to the State if it controlled
the Kederal rolls. Thai departure would be
in a mueh better direetion than the departuve
which is proposed.

Hon. 1X. H. Harris: Buat we have no hope
of that.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: DPossibly not.
However, the Commonwealth vefrains at
every turn from considering the interests
of the State. .\ case in point is the start-
ing of the Commonwealth Savings Bank,
The (‘ommonwealth authorities jumped in
on the elaim of the State to run such an
institutinn.  Without considering the State
in the slightest degree, the Federal anthoxi-
ties started a savings hank of their ownm.
Thereupon Western Australin had to ap-
paint its own savings bank oflicers and in-
augurate its own savings bank system. We
have never found reason to regret or alter
that deecision. I feel that the Siate must
coutinue to run its own savings bank. The
question of electoral rolls is just as import-
ant as the savings bank question. Mr. Mann
mentioned one or two people whose names
were taken off the rolls at the whim and
pleasure of some postal official in one
of the hon. member’s districts. I conld men-
tion half a dozen cases of the same nature.
T know the difficnlties to which people have
heen put in various parts of the Siate owing
to their names having been taken off the
Commonwealth rolls wantonly. The unfor-
funate thing is that the moment a nmme has
heen removed from the roll—and removed
without any reference to the person~-that
person is liable to a fine of £2.

Hon. E. H, Harris: But a notice is sent.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The hon. mem-
ber says so.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But that is done.

Hen. V. HAMERSTLEY: The depart-
mental officers say so. Who receives the
notice? The person struck off the roll?

Hon. E. H. Harris: The notiee is sent to
the last known address of the individual.
You are quite wrang.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The hon. mem-
her seems to know all about the matter.

Hon. E. H. Harris: T know something
about it; I will not say, all.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I car produce
to-day a man who tells me he has never yet
been able to vate at a Federal election.
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Hen. E. H. Harris: ‘Then he has never
been on the roll.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes. He bhas
been to see that his name was on the roll
before every Federal election.

Hon, .J. R. Brown: He went too late.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: He went too
early.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Perbaps he is not
eligible,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: He is eligible.
Strangely enough, he has never been absent
from a Federal election, and has always
driven a car bringing in numbers of people
te the poli.

Member: He must be a very careless
person.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: He has been

utost careful to see that his name was on
lhe roll, but on clection day he has always
found that nis name had been struck oft.
The Bill suggests the handing over fo the
Federal autherities of the control of our
State rolls. If that is done, the Federal
authorities will strike names off the rolls.
[ personally have had in my employment
men whose numes have been struck off the
Federal rolls, and T have personully written
protests on their behalf becanse the men
had never left my employmenf during the
preceding two jears. Yet their names were
struck off the rolls. I have known them to
vote at the local polling boeoth at one Fed-
eral election, and at the very next Federal
election their names have been off the roll
1 ean vouch for it that one of those men
never had a notilication eard sent to him.
The apology of the officials who struck his
name off the roll was thrown in the waste-
paper hasket. The names in question are
names which had been on the Federal roll;
! do not refer to any name which was never
on that roll. The power to take names off
the roll should not be granted to- officials,
not even to the extent obtaining under our
State law. Onee a person has his name on
the roll, the position should be as that of
the holder of a title deed; the greatest care
should be exercised before interfering with
it. T fangy some payment is made to hoys
in the post affice in respeet of all names put
on and also in respect of all names taken off,
and T alse faney that when the boys feel
that a little extra cash is necessary they get
particularly busy on the rolls.

Hon. B. H. Harris: T think you are do-
ing them an injustice.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : I have no wish
to do anyone an injustice; but there have
been times when | have thought that the
youths in question had been particularly
busy, and I wondered what the reason was.
I can quote cases of people who, as Mr,
Maun mentioned, bave been known in their
centre all their lives, and have never
changed their places of residence, and yet
have been struck off the voll. I am referring
to property holders who weni away on a
holiday of three weeks or six weeks to
Albany or Bunbury. Without any intima-
tion whatever their names were struck off
the rolls. Other people similarly cirewn-
stanced have been notified of the intention
to remove their names from the roll, and
they bave had te go in person and protest
that they have been away only for a few
weeks and that their names therefore should
not be struck off. In my own family circle
such things have happened. 1 have some-
times had the greatest possible diffienlty in
securing the retention on the roll of the
name of a member of my family who had
been ahsent for a short while, There being
no necessity for that kind of thing, I feel
highly sympathetic towards the action of
the Govermmment in declaring that it was
necessary for people to be enabled to sign
cards stating that they were nomads, that
their principal eentre of abode was so and
50, and that their names should be retained
on that roll. Ay own feeling is that the
change propesed by the Bill should not be
made without our walking very warily. 1
am not inclined, from what I have heard in
the course of the debate, to agree to the
change, and therefore 1 shall vole against
the seeond reading of the Rill.

Hon. W. J. Mann: By way of personal
explanation I wish to sav that it is evident
Mr. Hamersley did not quite eatch my re-
marks referring to Mr. Gale. 1§ did not
say that Mr. Gale’s name, or that of any-
one else, had been taken off the roll at the
whim of some postal official or other. What
T said was that I have been unable to find
out how the names of some people had come
to be taken off the rolls. I discovered that
such action by postmen and postboys hasl
been in operation, and T said that T thought
thev should be relieved of any sueh work

in order to remove auy temptation. T do
not lor a moment believe that M
ITamersley  wilfully misquoted me, but I

wished to make it elear that names had

LCOUNCIL]

actually been removed from the roil by
~utne post office official.

Un motion by Hon. J. Ewing debate
adjourned.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Heading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.41]): The Chief Secretary has introduced
a Bill which apparently assumes the role
of a hardy or sturdy annoal. No doubt the
necessity for the measure arises from tha
nddition reeently made by the Act passed
in 1924 regarding the re-growth ol sandal-
wood. That addition also Imited the applica-
tion of the funds in question as suggested
to the period of one year. If it be the will
of the House that the power given by thz
Act of 1924, should not bhe thus limited
to the ncre re-growth of sandalwood, the
amendment sought by the present Biil is
rensonable, heeause it will give the Fovesis
Department, under our very able Cou-
servator, an opportunity of promoting the
development of the sandalwood induslry 1o
Western Australia. We know that the
Conservator and his oflicers have been
endeavouring to advance the department's
interests, and we cannot but recognise that
wood work has been dune. [ did notice
revently a suggestion that the whole of the
{urest areas of Australia shonld he placed
nnder the control of the Federal auihori-
ties. While inclinations of that kind exisi
—as is evidenced by the last Bill discussed
—uon the part of State Parliaments, it must
be recognised by everv State Governmeni
that there are certain State rights which
cannot and must not be yiclded to the Com-
monwealth. Beyond guestion the rights re-
iating to forests are essentially a matter
of domestic poliey or State policy, and we
should yield nothing to the Federal Guv-
ernment in conneetion with them.

Hon. J. Ewineg: Who said we should?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I saw the sugwes-
tion in the Press some time ago. Bevond
the vemarks T have made in suppurt of the
proposed amendment, 1 unly desire to offer
my congratulations to the Conservator and
lis officers on their exeellent work, 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Rill,
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HON. J, CORNELL (Sonth) [5.43]: I
cannot allow the Bill to pass the seeomid
reading stage without some comment. Hon.
members will reeognise the nceessity for
the Bill. Just before Lhe Legislative
Assembly eleetions in 1924, the Mitcheil
Government were responsible for framing
the sandalwood regulations under which
the rovalty on the selling price was mu:e
than  quadrupled, compared with the
amount previously received. That action
has proved an important factor in the con-
servation and preservation of the sandai-
wood industry. The Labowr Party, whe
were then in Opposifion, condemned the
rerulations from Timbuetoo to Darwin.
There was nothing too hard that they eould
say in opposition to them. There is no
gainsaying this fact, however, that they
were able to pick up sufficient votes in a
conple of electorates, as the resnli of their
sandalwood eampaign, to enable Labour to
seenre the reins of office.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There is no doubt
about that.

Hon. J. CORNELT.: Not the least.

Hon, E. . Harris: They put the joke
over the people very well.

Hon. J. CORNBELL: Before the hot air
that had been spread about the clectorates
during the eleetion had ascended and the
atmosphere had really cleaved, the new
P’remier, who had condemned the vegula-
tions so strenuously, brought down a Bill
to grab the whole of the revenue that was
derived under the new regulations.

Hon. K. H. Harris: He Aid that apart
from the regmlations, too.

Hon. J. CORNELL: He wanted the whole
nf the revenue. Strange to say, the then
leader of the Opposition, who had been
supplanted by the present Premier, agreed
to the proposal. T shall not say that he
connived at it. There have been some
memorable happenings in connection with
the affairs of this State and that is the
most memorable that 1 remember in con-
rection with that partienlar election. When
the measure was dealt with in this Cham-
ser, we adopted fhe attitude that years
sefore a reasonable Forests Act had been
slaced on the statute-book and we con-
sidered that the Government were not
mtitled to pursue the course they suggested.
[ think it was on your initiative, Mr.
President, that the Bill was acreed to in
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an amended form, under which a eertain
proportion of the revenue was to be de-
voted to the reforestation of sandalwood,
the balance of the money going into Con-
solidated Revenue. Had we not adopted
that course but agreed to the Government’s
propvsals, we would have created a pre-
cedent that, it followed later, might have
resuited in the Government talking the
whole of the revenune derived from our
jarrah and other forests and left no funds
at all for reforestation. Thai is one of the
reagons why this House amended similar
Bills, so that they would have to be intro-
duced year after year. I think that was
i wise step to take. The Government have
not been faced with any grave difficulties
hecause we insisted npon the legislation
heiny re-enacted annually.

Hon. E. 1. Harris : The {(iovernment
promised to make the forests a State in-
dustry when they were on the hustings.

Hon. J, CORNELL: They promised many
things, but I am prepared fo let that die.
During the rush election the whole of the
sins of commission and omission on the
part of the Government were thrashed out
and the electors saw fit to return the
present Government. At the time I said
that. for my part, the sandalwood getters
could stew in their own juice, seeing that
they had adopted that course. T shall
sapport the proposed amendment set out
in Clause 2 by which the words “regrowth
of sandalwood” will be deleted and “im-
provement and reforestation of sandalwood
reserves and the development of the
sandalwood industry ™ inserted in lien, for
[ belicve the seetion, with the amendment
included, will provide wuch wider seope
for the deparimentul aetivities, I have the
highest admiration for the work of the
Yorests Department and for the Conserva-
tor of Forests. The only complaint I have
to make is that not enough is being done
in connection with reforestation and the
preservation of our forests. That is no
fault of the Conservator or the Depart-
ment. I am satisfied the Conservator is
fully alive to the possibilities of the in-
dustry and to the prospects for the future.
My objection is not against the Conserva-
tor, but against Parliamentarians, govern-
ments, and others who are too often de-
sirons of living from day to day oblivious
to the necessities of the future. T hope
the desires of the Conservator will ba
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given effeet to im an ever-increasing
jngasure in future years, particularly dur-
ing the term of olfice of the present Gov-
ernment. We cannot do foo much in con-
nection with reforestation so as to provid:
for the future. In our Consertator of
Forests (Mr. Kessell) we have 2 gooc
officer who is capable of doing much in the
interests of the State if omly Parliament-
arians will cease to be parochial aml wiu
have regard to the future.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{Metropolitan-Suburban} [3.533): 1 regret
that I was not present when the Chief See-
retary moved the second reading of the Bill.
I am in aecord with the proposed amend-
ment so far as it relates to the nnprovement
and reforestation of sandalwood veserses, but
I would like to know the meaning of the
balance of the proposed amendment which
refers to the development of the sandalwood
industry. Is it the desire nf the Govern-
ment to establish another form of Staie en-
terprise by embarking upon the extiraction
of sandaiwood o0il? If this amendment deals
merely with the development of the -nndal-
wood industiry itself, without any snggestion
of embarking upon such a State enterprise
as I have indicated, T shall sapport the Bill.
I trust the Chief Secretary will tell wus
whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to go in for the extraction of sandal-
wood oil.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [5.54]:
I have endeavoured to secure a copy of the
annual veport of the Forests Department,
but T have been unable to get one, T shall
support the second reading of the Bill in the
hope that the Minister will he able to pre-
sent the Conservator’s report to us hefore
we deal with the Bill in Committee. 1 do
not think Sir Willam Lathlain need worry
about the sandalwoad oil snggestion he made.
I do not believe the proposed amendn.ent re-
fers to anything of that deseription. 1 con-
sider the Government are doing good work
in connection with reforestation, but I hope
to be able to peruse the Conservator’s re-
port in order to ascertain cxaectly what has
been done in econnection with net only sandal-
wood, but the timbers of the Soutl-West.
My only reason for speaking was to nrge the
Minister not to deal with the Bill in Com-
mittee hefore we have read the report of
the Conservator before us.

[COUNCIL.]

HON. H. A, STEPHENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [3.33}: [ support the re-
marks of Hir Willium Lathlain and I shall
ask the Minister for an explanation as to
what the latter part of the amendment really
means. Until I get that explanation I am
not prepared to say that I shall sapport the
Bill.

Hou. J. Cormell: There i3 no nigger in
the wood-pile; it is merely a halt caste.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSOXN: 1 am not
too sure about that. \We know the sandal-
wood industry has been developed and ifs
eonduet at present is all that we could de-
sire. That question was thrashed out some
years ago and Mr. Cornell has outlined the
position. The regulations that were intro-
duced by the Mitchell Government have cer-
tainty had a beneficial effect in conneetion
with the sandalwood industry. At the time
it was thoughi that the Government were
making a great mistake, but experience has
proved that they were right. In fact, their
actions represented one of the most business-
like transactions taken by any Government
in eonneetion with any asset at the disposal
of the State. Tn my opinion that course
conld have been taken many vears before.
[f the Chief Secretary furnishes us with an
explanation as to what is meant by the
amendment T will then be able 1o say
whether I shall support the Bill. I shall do
20, provided there is no question of another
State enterprise being contemplated.

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate ad-
Jonrned.

House adjourned at 553 pam.



